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HK 416/MR556 PISTON HANDGUARD INSTALLATION 

 

 
Installation of the Lancer Lightweight Carbon-Fiber Handguard for the HK 416/MR556 rifle requires the removal of 
the existing handguard.  See Removal Instructions below. 
 
Parts List                    
Supplied with Handguard                 
  1.  Carbon Fiber Handguard with Aluminum Top Rail  
  2.  Threaded Binding Post    
  3.  #10-32 Socket Head Cap Screw   
      
  Not supplied with Handguard    
1. Blue thread locker (optional) 

 
Tools Required 
Not supplied with Handguard  
1. 5/32 Allen wrench   

      
  

 

 

Removal Instructions 
1. Using a 5/32 Allen wrench, unscrew the handguard screw located near the upper and lower receivers. 
2. You may need to pull the screw manually after the threads have disengaged to fully clear the barrel nut. 
3. A wire will capture the screw in the open position so you do not lose it. 
4. You can now pull the handguard towards the muzzle to remove it completely.  There may be resistance for the 

first few inches as there is a small amount of interference between the barrel nut and handguard.  Warning: The 
handguard will quickly jump forward after you clear the barrel nut. 
 

Installation 
1. Ensure the existing handguard has been removed correctly. 
2. Completely, unscrew the binding post and screw from the handguard.  These parts are not retained by the 

handguard and will be loose upon unscrewing. 

 
3. Slide the handguard over the barrel in the orientation shown above with the aluminum rail up.  Make sure the 

Upper Receiver direction is sliding over the barrel first.  If the aluminum rail is not up, you will encounter 
interference with the gas block and piston system, not allowing for proper installation. 

4. Once the hand gets close to the Upper Receiver, align the locating lug on the handguard with its mating part on 
the Upper Receiver.  

5. The handguard should now be able to fully seat on the barrel nut.  Note: some force may be required to install 
the handguard over the barrel nut.  This ensures a tight connection when fully assembled. 

6. In order to reinstall the binding post and screw, the handguard must align properly with the barrel nut in the 
direction of installation.  You can visually check to see if the hole in the handguard is aligned correctly with the 
relief in the barrel nut. 

7. When the handguard is in the correct position, install the binding post from the direction shown above.  NOTE: 
make sure the flat on the binding post aligns with the flat on the handguard.  If not done correctly, damage to 
the handguard will occur.  The angled face on the outside of the post should match up with the carbon fiber. 

8. Install the screw from the direction shown above using a 5/32 Allen wrench.  Press on the binding post to 
prohibit it from pushing out.  The binding post rotation will be controlled by the flat.  Torque the screw between 
25 in-lbs and 30 in-lbs.  Blue thread locker may be applied to the screw to resist vibration loosening, if desired. 
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